
Southern York County School District Instructional Plan 

Name:   Dates:  August-September 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 9 Unit 1: Literary Elements and the Short Story 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed:  

C.C.1.3.9.A-D; C.C. 1.5.4.F, C.C.1.7.9.A 

Understanding(s): Essential Question(s): 
Students will understand . . . 

1. Literary terms such as: character, 
characterization, figurative language, irony 
(dramatic, situational, and verbal), narrator, 
parable, plot (exposition, rising action, etc.), 
point of view, sensory imagery, setting, style, 
symbol, symbolism, theme, and tone will be 
taught so that students can better understand 
and interpret literature (C.C. 1.3.9.C), 
(C.C.1.3.9.D).   

2. Grammatical elements such as: clauses 
(subordinate and main), sentences (compound 
and complex), conjunctive adverbs, and 
conjunctions (coordinating and subordinating) 
will be taught so that students can write with 
clarity and continuity (C.C.1.5.4.F). 

3. The spellings and definitions of vocabulary 
words from each selected text, and the value of 
having a well-developed, diverse vocabulary in 
both written and oral contexts (C.C.1.5.4.F) 

4. Knowledge of words and devices will improve 
oral and written communication (C.C.1.7.9.A). 

5. Fiction literature contains life lessons and 
conflicts readers can relate to and learn from in 
order to apply knowledge to their daily lives 
(C.C.1.3.9.A), (C.C.1.3.9.B). 

 How can knowledge and use of literary devices 
and terms improve written and oral 
communication? (C.C. 1.3.9. C),(C.C.1.3.9.D) 

 How do the conventions of language make a 
difference in our writing? (C.C.1.5.4.F) 

 How can understanding vocabulary improve 
daily communication? (C.C.1.5.4.F) 

 How does correct spelling affect accuracy of 
communication? (C.C.1.5.4.F) 

 Why do we tell stories? (C.C.1.3.9.A), 
(C.C.1.3.9.B). 

 How can fiction help us to better understand our 
world? (C.C.1.3.9.A), (C.C.1.3.9.B). 

 

Learning Objectives:  
Students will know… 

 All aforementioned literary terms. 
 All aforementioned grammatical elements. 
 The spellings and definitions of vocabulary 

words from each selected text. 
 How to use a diverse vocabulary in both written 

and oral contexts. 
 How literature imparts universal knowledge of 

the human experience. 

Students will be able to… 

 Use literary devices and terms in their written 
and oral communication. 

 Use the conventions of language to make a 
difference in their writing. 

 Use the correct spelling of words to impart the 
correct meaning desired. 

 Discern the themes of fictional literature by 
citing specific textual evidence. 

Name:   Dates:  October and November 

Course/Subject:  English, Grade 9 Unit Plan 2: Shakespeare’s Much Ado about Nothing 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed:  

C.C.1.1.9.C, C.C.1.2.9.A, C.C. 1.3.9.A-D, C.C.1.5.4.A-F, C.C.1.7.4.A, C.C.1.8.9.A-B, C.C.1.9.9.A-C 



 

Understanding(s): Essential Question(s): 
Students will understand . . . 

1. Literature contains experiences, life lessons, 
and conflicts from human history will give us 
insight into our understanding of the text 
(C.C.1.5.4.A), (C.C.1.5.4.B) 

2. Allusions allow an author to refer to other 
pieces of literature to emphasize or underline 
their message and symbolism (C.C.1.3.9.C) 
(C.C.1.3.9.D) 

3. Plagiarism is citing the ideas, paraphrases of 
said ideas, or direct quotes of other pieces of 
literature without giving credit to the author. 
(C.C.1.8.9.B) 

4. We use direct quotations and parenthetical 
citations to prove our vantage point on the text’s 
meaning. (C.C.1.8.9.A), (C.C.1.8.9.B) 

5. Understanding the theme of a text allows us to 
interpret the author’s purpose in writing the plot 
as they did. (C.C.1.2.9.A) (C.C. 1.3.9.A) 
(C.C.1.3.9.B) 

6. Diction and figurative language affects the 
meaning and tone of Shakespeare’s works 
since the modern day reader must use 
Elizabethan definitions to truly understand the 
different nuances of the play. (C.C.1.3.9.C), 
(C.C.1.3.9.D) 

7. Literary elements of a plot structure contribute 
to a text’s structure, meaning, or aesthetic 
impact by stylistically interweaving said 
elements in precise patterns to create a distinct 
meaning and tone. (C.C.1.3.9.C), (C.C.1.3.9.D) 

8. A director can affect a reader’s perceptions of 
the scene by altering the tone of a script, stage 
props, and stage directions. (C.C.1.3.9.C), 
(C.C.1.9.9.A) (C.C.1.9.9.B) 

9. By understanding Shakespearean language 
and societal roles, we will be able to 
interpret/analyze the language and societal 
roles in our own world more easily. 
(C.C.1.7.4.A) 

10. Vocabulary expansion impacts our ability to 
discuss topics of study. (C.C.1.1.9.B), 
(C.C.1.1.9.C) 

11. Proper Grammar allows for clarity and 
continuity when reading and writing. 
(C.C.1.5.9.F) 

12. Writing an effective essay requires the use of a 
clear thesis, transitions, support, and examples. 
(C.C.1.5.9.A), (C.C. 1.5.9.B), (C.C.1.5.9.C), 
(C.C.1.5.9.D), (C.C.1.5.9.E), (C.C.1.5.9.F) 

 Why did we need to understand history in order 
to better comprehend literature? (C.C.1.5.4.A), 
(C.C.1.5.4.B)  

 How did Shakespeare draw on and transfer 
source material to create an original work? And 
how is this different from plagiarism? 
(C.C.1.8.9.B) 

 How can we support our personal analysis of 
the text by citing specific textual evidence? 
(C.C.1.8.9.A), (C.C.1.8.9.B) 

 How does understanding the theme and central 
idea of a text allow us to effectively summarize 
that text? (C.C.1.2.9.A), (C.C.1.3.9.A), 
(C.C.1.3.9.B) 

 How do literary elements (theme, conflict, 
symbolism, characterization, plot structure, etc.) 
develop over the course of a text? 
(C.C.1.3.9.C), (C.C.1.3.9.D) 

 How does diction and figurative language affect 
the meaning and tone of Shakespeare’s works? 
(C.C.1.3.9.C), (C.C.1.3.9.D)  

 How do the elements of the plot structure 
contribute to a text’s structure, meaning, and 
aesthetic impact? (C.C.1.3.9.C), (C.C.1.3.9.D) 

 How can a director’s interpretation of a scene 
affect a reader’s perceptions of the same 
scene? (C.C.1.3.9.C)  

 Why is studying Shakespeare, and more 
difficult literature, valuable in modern times? 
(C.C.1.9.9.A), (C.C.1.9.9.B) 

 How can understanding vocabulary improve 
daily communication? (C.C.1.7.4.A), 
(C.C.1.1.9.B), (C.C.1.1.9.C) 

 How does correct spelling affect accuracy of 
communication? (C.C.1.5.9.F) 

 Why do we need to understand and use 
grammar correctly? (C.C.1.5.9.F) 

 How do I organize an essay to effectively 
communicate my ideas in writing? 
(C.C.1.5.9.A), (C.C. 1.5.9.B), (C.C.1.5.9.C), 
(C.C.1.5.9.D), (C.C.1.5.9.E), (C.C.1.5.9.F) 

 How can I create and present a persuasive 
speech or essay in a professional manner? 
(C.C.1.5.9.A), (C.C. 1.5.9.B), (C.C.1.5.9.C), 
(C.C.1.5.9.D), (C.C.1.5.9.E), (C.C.1.5.9.F) 

Learning Objectives:  



 

Students will know . . . 

 How authors use allusions within a text. 
 What plagiarism is and how to avoid it. 
 Why a writer must cite textual evidence to back 

a claim. 
 The importance in discerning the theme of a 

text, imparting the author’s purpose. 
 How Shakespearean language and societal 

roles differ from our own. 
 How literary elements of a plot structure 

contribute to a text’s structure, meaning, or 
aesthetic impact. 

 How to use MLA format. 
 The importance of expanded vocabulary usage, 

proper grammar, and organization when writing 
effective essays or speeches. 

Students will be able to: 

 Apply their knowledge of Elizabethan history in 
order to better comprehend the literature. 

 Explain how Shakespeare used allusions while 
not committing plagiarism.  

 Explain how literary elements, diction, figurative 
language, and plot structure contribute to a 
text’s structure, meaning, and aesthetic impact. 

 Correctly use and apply MLA format.  
 Use correct spelling, conventions of language, 

and organization in their daily communications.  
 Create a persuasive speech or essay in a 

professional manner.  

Name: Date(s): December 

Course: English, Grade 9 Unit 3: Research Project based on Much Ado about 
Nothing, Persuasive Research Essay/Presentation 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed:  

C.C.1.1.9.C, C.C.1.1.5.9.A-F, C.C.1.8.9.A-C, C.C.1.6.9.A, C.C.1.9.9.A 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand: 

1. Research requires self-discipline, organization, 
and attention to detail; three authentic skills 
which need to be mastered in life. (C.C.1.8.9.A) 

2. Research allows us to create connections with 
prior knowledge and to compound/complement 
our knowledge with new areas of focus.  (C.C. 
1.9.9.A) 

3. Research follows a process of sequential steps. 
(C.C.1.8.9.C) 

4. Research requires flexibility and willingness to 
repeat steps if necessary to answer the 
question being researched. (C.C.1.8.9.C) 

5. The researcher must follow course MLA style 
guides regarding parenthetical citations, 
bibliographies, and overall style. (C.C.1.8.9.B). 

6. The researcher must attribute ideas and 
information to each source through 
parenthetical citation and a bibliography. 
(C.C.1.8.9.B) 

7. Vocabulary expansion impacts the 
effectiveness of our writing and speech. 
(C.C.1.1.9.C) 

8. Proper Grammar allows for clarity and 
continuity when reading and writing. 
(C.C.1.5.9.F) 

9. Writing an effective essay requires the use of a 
clear thesis, transitions, support, and examples. 

Essential Question(s): 

 How can a person expand his/her research 
knowledge about a topic? (C.C.1.8.9.A) 

 How can researching new information expand 
our knowledge on the topic, course, and life? 
(C.C.1.9.9.A) 

 How does one conduct research? (C.C.1.8.9.C) 
 How does one write a research paper in MLA 

style format?  (C.C.1.8.9.B) 
 When should a writer use attribution when 

writing about their research content? 
(C.C.1.9.9.A) 

 How can understanding vocabulary improve 
daily communication? (C.C.1.1.9.C) 

 Why do we need to understand and use 
grammar correctly? (C.C.1.5.9.F) 

 How do I organize an essay to effectively 
communicate my ideas in writing? 
(C.C.1.8.9.B), (C.C.1.8.9.C) 

 How can I create and present a persuasive 
speech in a professional manner? (C.C.1.6.9.B) 

 How can evaluating the presentations of our 
peers help us further develop critical, higher-
level questioning skills? (C.C.1.6.9.A) 



 

(C.C.1.1.5.9.A-F) 

Learning Objectives: 
Students will know… 

 How to master self-discipline, organization, and 
attention to detail when engaging in research. 

 To follow a process of sequential steps, 
repeating some, in order to answer a research 
question. 

 How to follow and to adhere to MLA format  
 Why a writer must attribute ideas and 

information to each source through 
parenthetical citation and a works cited page. 

 Why vocabulary expansion and proper 
grammar help a writer create an effective 
essay, while using clear organization 

 
Students will be able to… 

 Conduct research. 
 Adhere to MLA style when writing. 
 Use attribution when writing about their 

research content. 
 Apply expanded vocabulary knowledge and 

conventions of language to their writing. 
 Organize an essay to effectively 

communicate ideas. 
 Create and present a persuasive speech in 

a professional manner.  

Name:   Dates: January-February 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 9  Unit 4: Poetry 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: C.C.1.3.9.A-D, C.C.1.5.9.D, C.C.1.6.9.B 

Understanding(s): 
Students will be able to understand: 

1. The study of poetry allows for the study of 
language, which is a common obstacle in the 
understanding of difficult texts of any form. 
(C.C. 1.3.9.B) 

2. How the terms of alliteration, analogy, 
assonance, ballad, blank verse, consonance, 
diction, dramatic poetry, enjambment, figurative 
language, free verse, haiku, heroic couplet, 
imagery, lyric poetry, meter, narrative poetry, 
octet, ode, rhyme, rhyme scheme, rhythm, 
sestet, and sonnet (Petrarchian and 
Shakespearean) are utilized within forms of 
poetry. (C.C. 1.3.9.C) (C.C.1.3.9.D) 

3. Recognizing literary terms within poetry helps 
us to uncover the hidden meanings and themes 
of poetic works. (C.C.1.3.9.C) 

4. The spellings and definitions of vocabulary 
words from each selected text, and the value of 
having a well-developed, diverse vocabulary in 
both written and oral contexts. (C.C.1.5.9.D) 

5. Knowledge of words and devices will improve 
oral and written communication. (C.C.1.6.9.B) 

Essential Question(s): 

 How can knowledge and use of literary devices 
and terms improve written and oral 
communication? (C.C. 1.3.9.D) 

 How does poetry reveal what we might not 
otherwise recognize? (C.C.1.3.9.C) 

 How can we know what an author means? 
(C.C.1.3.9.A), (C.C.1.3.9.B) 

 How can understanding vocabulary improve 
daily communication? (C.C. 1.6.9.B) 

 How does correct spelling affect accuracy of 
communication? (C.C.1.5.9.C) 

 

Learning Objectives: 
Students will know… 

 The types of figurative language within poetry. 
 The aforementioned terms. 
 How to uncover meaning through recognizing 

literary terms within poetry. 
 The spellings and definitions of vocabulary 

 
Students will be able to… 

 Improve their written and oral communication 
through the use of literary devices.  

 Analyze and recognize the meaning of poems. 
 Figure out the author’s purpose and meaning of 

a poem. 



 

words from the selected text. 
 

 Understand and apply new vocabulary in daily 
communication. 

 Use correct spelling. 

Name: Dates: March-Beginning of April 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 9  Unit 5: Nonfiction Literature 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: CC.9-10.RL.9-10.4, CC.RI. 9-10.3, CC.9-10.RI.9-10.9, 
CC.9-10.W.9-10.3, CC.9-10.SL.9-10.3, CC.9-10.L.9-10.1, 10.4-5, CC.SL.9-10.1, CC.SL.9-10.2 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand… 

1. Nonfiction literature, such as memoirs, 
speeches, and autobiographies, contains life 
lessons and conflicts readers can relate to and 
learn from in order to apply knowledge to their 
daily lives. (C.C.1.3.9.A) (C.C.1.3.9.B) 

2. By understanding stylistic devices and rhetorical 
strategies in nonfiction literature, we will be able 
to apply these techniques in our own writing. 
(C.C.1.5.9.D) 

3. Vocabulary expansion impacts the 
effectiveness of our writing and speech. 
(C.C.1.5.9.E) 

4. Proper grammar allows for clarity and continuity 
when reading and writing. (C.C.1.5.9.F) 

5. Writing an effective essay requires the use of a 
clear thesis, transitions, support, and examples. 
(C.C.1.5.9.A-C) 

Essential Question(s): 

 To what extent does literature help us 
understand our world, past and present? 
(C.C.1.3.9.A) (C.C.1.3.9.B) 

 How will being able to understand and identify 
characteristics of various types of nonfiction 
help advance our own writing? (C.C.1.5.9.A-D) 

 How can understanding vocabulary improve 
daily communication? (C.C.1.5.9.E) 

 How does correct spelling affect accuracy of 
communication? (C.C.1.5.9.E-F) 

 Why do we need to understand and use 
grammar correctly? (C.C.1.5.9.F) 

 How do I organize an essay to effectively 
communicate my ideas in writing? (C.C.1.5.9.A-
C) 

Name: Dates: Mid-April - May 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 9 Unit 6: The Novel 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: C.C.1.1.9.C, C.C. 1.3.9.A-D, C.C.1.4.9.A, C.C. 1.5.9.E-F  

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand… 

1. Literary terms such as: antagonist, 
characterization, characters: major and minor, 
conflict, extended metaphor, motif, parallel 
plots, protagonist, setting, and theme will be 
taught so that students can better understand 
and interpret literature. (C.C.1.3.9.C-D) 

2. Written dialogue does not necessarily follow the 
rules of written English. (C.C.1.4.9.A) 

3. Grammatical elements such as: fragments, run-
on sentences, pronouns, personal pronouns, 
cases (nominative, objective, and possessive), 
indefinite pronouns, agreement, antecedents, 
and vague references will be taught so that 
students can write with clarity and continuity. 
(C.C.1.5.9.E-F) 

Essential Question(s): 

 How can knowledge and use of literary devices 
and terms improve written and oral 
communication? (C.C.1.3.9.C-D) 

 How do the conventions of language make a 
difference in our writing? (C.C.1.5.9.E-F) 

 How can understanding vocabulary improve 
daily communication? (C.C.1.1.9.C) 

 How does correct spelling affect accuracy of 
communication? (C.C.1.1.9.C) 

 Is honor inherent or bestowed? (C.C.1.3.9.C) 
 How can literature help us to understand our 

world, past and present? (C.C.1.3.9.A) 
 How can an author use literary devices to 

communicate his ideas in a specific genre? 
(C.C.1.3.9.A-B) 



 

4. The spellings and definitions of vocabulary 
words from the text, and the value of having a 
well-developed, diverse vocabulary in both 
written and oral contexts. (C.C.1.1.9.C) 

5. Knowledge of words and devices will improve 
oral and written communication. (C.C.1.6.9.B) 

6. The timelessness of themes found within written 
works. (C.C.1.3.9.C) 

7. Novels, both fiction and nonfiction, contain life 
lessons and conflicts readers can relate to and 
learn from in order to apply knowledge to their 
daily lives. (C.C.1.3.9.A-B) 

Learning Objectives: 
Students will know… 

 All aforementioned literary terms 
 All aforementioned grammatical elements 
 The spellings and definitions of vocabulary 

words from each selected text 
 How to use a diverse vocabulary in both written 

and oral contexts 
 How fiction literature in the form of a novel 

imparts universal knowledge of the human 
experience 

 
Students will be able to… 

 Use literary devices and terms in their written 
and oral communication. 

 Use the conventions of language to make a 
difference in their writing. 

 Use the correct spelling of words to impart the 
correct meaning desired. 

 Discern the themes of fiction literature by citing 
specific textual evidence. 

 Use fiction literature as a way to see the world 
with a different perspective. 

Name: Dates: Mid-April - May 

Course/Subject: English, Grade 9 Unit 7: Drama (If time permits) 

Stage 1 – Desired Results 

PA Core Standard(s)/Assessment Anchors Addressed: C.C.1.1.9.D, C.C.1.3.9.B-D, C.C.1.5.9.D 

Understanding(s): 
Students will understand… 

1. Literary terms such as: aside, blank verse, 
classical allusions, comedy, dialogue, dramatic 
irony, foil, Greek chorus, heroic couplet, iambic 
pentameter, irony (dramatic, verbal, and 
situational), monologue, protagonist, soliloquy, 
stasimon, tragedy, tragic flaw, tragic hero,and 
tragic illumination will be taught so that students 
can better understand and interpret drama. 
(C.C.1.1.9.D) (C.C.1.3.9.B-D) 

2. The spellings and definitions of vocabulary 
words from each selected text, and the value of 
having a well-developed, diverse vocabulary in 
both written and oral contexts. (C.C.1.1.9.C) 

3. Knowledge of words and devices will improve 
oral and written communication. (C.C.1.6.9.A) 
(C.C.1.5.9.D) 

4. Drama does not exist solely to entertain us; 
rather, it contains life lessons, conflicts, and 
themes that viewers can relate to and learn 
from in order to apply knowledge to their daily 

Essential Question(s): 

 How can knowledge and use of literary devices 
and terms improve written and oral 
communication? (C.C.1.1.9.D) (C.C.1.3.9. B-D) 

 How can understanding vocabulary improve 
daily communication? (C.C.1.1.9.C) 

 How does correct spelling affect accuracy of 
communication? (C.C.1.1.9.C) 

 Are we governed by fate or free will? 
(C.C.1.3.9.B-C) 



 

lives. (C.C.1.3.9.B-C) 

Learning Objectives: 
Students will know… 

 All aforementioned literary terms, devices, and 
dramatic roles. 

 All aforementioned stylistic devices and 
strategies. 

 All aforementioned grammatical elements. 
 The spellings and definitions of vocabulary 

words from each selected text. 
 How to use a diverse vocabulary in both written 

and oral contexts. 
 How drama and theater impart universal 

knowledge of the human experience. 

 
Students will be able to… 

 Use literary devices and terms in their written 
and oral communication. 

 Use the conventions of language to make a 
difference in their writing. 

 Use the correct spelling of words to impart the 
correct meaning desired. 

 Discern the themes of drama by citing specific 
textual evidence. 

 Use drama as a way to see the world with a 
different perspective. 

 


